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Food safety issue has a long history in China, and food safety situation is more 
serious today. From 1949 to 1978, China's food safety was mainly "food security". In 
other words, how to ensure national people’s food needs. Food safety problem in the 
modern sense is primarily quality issue. It is not obvious in the planned economy 
period. Since the 1990s, with the establishment of socialist market economy in China, 
a large number of food safety problems emerged and wide spread has seriously 
threaten to life and health of the consumers, and becomes the focus of national 
attention to health. For this reason, all aspects of China have made many positive 
and useful explorations. For example, theorists studied extensively and discussed 
in-depth on food safety regulation, the factors caused food safety problems, methods 
of food safety regulation. Government initially established the system of food safety 
regulation, and achieved some success. 
However, food safety issues are still a serious in China today, so we must 
continue to work. Having a single perspective, existing studies only took food safety 
issues as a technical or financial ones. So we must understand food safety problems 
from many academics perspective. In fact, food safety is system engineering, not 
only technical and economic issues, but also serious social, political and legal issues 
related to every citizen's basic human rights. Improper handling of food safety 
problems may endanger social stability, undermine the government's reputation. The 
performance of China's food safety regulation in recent years shows that food 
security situation is still serious despite some successes. It was reflected in the 
following aspects: food borne diseases becomes the main factor endangering our 
health; various types of food exists safety risks to some extent; the phenomenon of 
agricultural inputs abuse and misuse is very prominent; food production, processing, 
packaging, storage, transportation does not meet the requirements of food safety 
control; new technology,  some new food and new habit brings potential threat to 
food safety; the safety of animal derived food can not be guaranteed, and so on. 














management of food safety is ineffective; food safety laws and food safety standards 
system are not perfect; there is shortcoming on food safety evaluation and risk 
assessment; the development of food production and circulation brings negative 
effects; environmental pollution threats to food safety; food production and 
management is illegal; the level of self-management is low; food safety education 
lags, etc. Food safety problems have other profound economic and social causes in 
addition to these reasons based on management, law, technology. 
At present, the negative externalities of food safety problems are very 
serious.There is no accurate data about the financial losses caused by food safety 
problems. However, it can be seen only from the Milk Incident that unsafe food 
caused enormous economic losses. Sanlu Group is top 100 largest China food 
industry, top 500 largest China enterprises, and it’s assessed value of Sanlu brand 
reaches 14.907 billion yuan. Generations of accumulating assets by hard work have 
been lost, more than 30000 workers facing unemployment. The cost of treating and 
compensating infant patients, the loss of other impacted related food companies, the 
loss of psychological impact on people and international mistrusting Chinese 
products are incalculable because of the incident. Overall, food safety problems are 
both natural and artificial disasters. Early in the market economy and 
industrialization, environment pollution and human wrongdoing is the main 
reason.Producers were driven by the interests of manufacturing of fake and 
shoddy ,even toxic foods. In the developed market economy and industrialization 
stage, the main causes of food safety problems is not artificial but natural, Such as 
mad cow disease, bird flu, pig foot and mouth disease. China is in the initial stages 
of market economy and industrialization process.the human factors are key,and food 
safety problems caused mainly by illegal wrongdoing . Thus, strengthening 
regulation is very essential. 
Main innovations of this paper include proposing that food safety is produced 
rather than out of the market management, analyzing China’s food safety regulation 














mechanism for high-quality foods. This paper’s shortcomings: First, more qualitative, 
less quantitative studies; Second, lack of consideration for regional differences. 
This paper draws a conclusion that the production process should be regulated 
in order to resolve the food safety problems of China, proposes that food safety is 
produced, not out of the market management. In other words, management should 
focus on food production process rather than the market. The regulation of 
production process is a fundamental solution, and the market management is a 
temporary measure. Food safety rugulation should seek both temporary and permanent 
solutions while focusing on the permanent solution.Therefore, based on the current 
situation of our food safety, seriously finding problems on the food safety regulation 
and drawing on foreign successful experience is imperative. Based on this 
consideration, the paper proposes a number of suggestions to enhance China’s food 
safety regulation. 
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